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EDGARTOWN, b^D 


MARTHA'S VINEYARD, MASS, ADVISED BODY OF FEMALE FOUND IN OVER- 0^ 

TURNED .CAR IN WATER. TENTATIVELY IDENTIFIED AS ABOVE, WHO WAS 
FORMER SECRETARY TO FORMER SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY. bOC^J 

CONFIDENTIALLY ADVISED THAT DRIVER OF AUTOMOBILE WAS SENATOR 

o - 

EDW ARD M. KENNEDY W HO WAS UNINJURED. STATED FACT SENATOR KENNEDY 


WA$ DRIVER IS NOT BEING REVEALED TO ANYONE. 
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Director: J. Edgar Hoover, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, ?*' 
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I Mr. : • 

5 Mr. V..v 


Washington, D.C. 


31L* KQ'L 6 1S53 


Mr. f 
Tel 

| Miss C; 


3 Tolc. IV.. 

I *-• - :: 


Dear Sir: 


ICPu/ti; M 


v- 


I talked agfilir“tHIs morning to the your>g, local mortician. He verifl 

my first letter to you: that in his consefi^erable experience with the 

• 1 1 

drownings in the Florida Canals; he could nor recall a single victim^ 

. \ 


did not show some vestige of LIVOR .. .Abrasions ... or some other "id 




.V 

•rvlra marks. (I know of course that you folks noticed this in all tln^ 

\ l »• \ « 
preliminary hearing.) Unless the exhumation is ordered: Miss Kopoo^ndJ 

■ 'l 


name will be added to mother long list of American women who have go: 

> Z 

by default in your "Jurisdictional Alibi". I have tried too rnsn^r tig 

i 

to understand the evanishment of good American traditions: but jhis^i 
bid determination of obliterating records of/Am^rican women: is pertly 


irritating since you tell us repeatedly that sympathy in our confused 

c. 

tion goes to the perpatrator and not the victim of our escalating So 
cial Revolution." /• • / rdeD ' 


■ *- $ not recorded 

The immaculatene's s of Mary Jo^Kcpechnes aj^<|&aidl&rtt&Siing (Only a 


nose and mouth congestion? Has not eluded you Hoover^-The x^ortici 

, , /, /S' ” c ^ 

snys that it is a thousand" to one shot thet the girl r went into 

0 4,1 •/ MAI I . / 


13 .MOV i< 

the windshield and remained ouiet in the tonneau of the car. / d 


I have never recognised in twelve , long years, thit the , F ^^f_ 


single trick (Except a Childish' Jurisdictional v attempt. . .to not give 


a .validated death^ceytif l cate^for 
the Michigan 



Une xp 1 ainab ly r ' r ov;nc 
• « 

Now that you fas e the larger r 


Oi 


f a U. S. Senator’s Midnight enigma. ..one wonders about your G*ea^ 







Note to Mr. Hoover: 


I have^to explain again in £his national confrontation that your 
well-jcaa "JURISDICTIONAL ALIBI'^psychoanalytically^ is just another 
unconoious condonation of violence. . .which you have repeatedly charged 
to the misdirected sympathies of the American public, . . to the M Per- 
patrator" 

J Is it possible, Mr. Hoover that you are getting old like the rest of 

» 

jus... when you let beautiful women drown sewith so much impugnity? 

(I don’t even rend the Post-Toastie boxes anymore. . .and I use to al- 
ways have a tin-badge and an FBI gun.) 
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The enclosed was received by mail on July 21, 1970 


Dilys A. Reynolds 
Town Clerk. 
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Advise Ted Kennedy 
To: RESIGN ! 


St. Vincent’s 

Cemetery •' Mary Jo 
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Mr, D ilys ^'Reynolds , 

Town-Clerk 

Sturbridge, Massachusetts 01 56 6 
Dear Mr. Reynolds: 

Your letter of July 23 rd and enclosure have 
been received, and your interest in contacting the FBI is 

appreciated. * 

Sincerely yours, 




J, Edgar Hoove? 


NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The Crime Records 
Division recalls an anonymous communication received several months 
ago of a similar nature which indicated that Mary^JdfKopechne had sent 
the card from the cemetery where she is buried. The message was 
similar in suggesting that Senator Kennedy resign, -ft- f; 
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Gandy 
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Date: 5/15/73 


Transmit the following in 
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(Type in plaintext or code) 
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( Priority ) 
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To 

From 

RE 


Acting Director, FBI 

SAC, Boston (66-4051) 

^SENATOR EDWARD M. KENNEDY 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
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Enclosed are single copies of the following: 

^etter* EcPthe Honorable JAMES A. BOYLE, 
from ALBERT S. PATTERSON, dated 9/22/70 

Letter to ALBERT S. PATTERSON from SOPHIA 
B. CAMPOS, dated 10/5/70 

Letter to the Honorable JOHN C. STENNIS 
from ALBERT S. PATTERSON, dated 8/20/71 

Letter to ALBERT S. PATTERSON from 
BENJAMIN R. FERN, dated 8/24/71 



Letter to BENJAMIN R. FERN from ALBERT 
S. PATTERSON, dated 9/3/71 

' REC-102 

Letter to ALBERT S. PATTERSON from , ' 
BENJAMIl/ R. FERN, dated 9/8/71 

JOHN STENNIS from ALBERT S. 

, dated 7/29/72 


Enclosures (9) 


VERiMIW 

(3) 



$ 
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* 1 MAY 29 1973 


y. 
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Approved: 



Sent 


.M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 


U. fi. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: « 971 - 413 -'**® 


BS 66-4051 



Transcript of testimony at an inquest 
captioned "KENNEDY TESTIMONY," pages 
numbered 6 through 9 

A 58 -page manuscript captioned "ALL 
HONORABLE MEN (and WOMEN) -•=■ Or, Perjury 
at Edgartown," by ALBERT S. PATTERSON 




..-^ ‘"^‘ssacnusetts^ was inter- DO D 
viewed at the ProvTdenc^TKhode Island Resident Agency. M M kOD 
is known to the Boston Office inasmuch as he was previou^^"¥nxl?- 
viewed in the case entitled, "JAMES WALTER MC CORD, aka; ET AL; 
BURGLARY OF THE DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL COMMITTEE HEADQUARTERS 
WASHINGT ON, D. C., JUNE 17, 1972; IOC (Bufile 139-40 9; BS 139- 164). 

had been interviewed re the MC CORD case as had 

been contacted by E. HOWARD HUNT for the purpose of (Gaining 
information regarding activities of members of the KENNEDY family. 
■^J^JjJwas previously engaged in the motel business. Cape Cod, 
ss. and was acquainted with some members of the KENNEDY family. 




Mr furnished instant enclosures which he had bOD 
found among his papers which he had currently been reviewing. He 
i speculated possibly _AI^RT^5^^ATTER SON^may , in fact, be E. HOWARD \ 
^tKQjT who, according to information resulting from Watergate, ha<3 ' f 
allegedly falsified document^ji a\ effort to defame JOHN F. KENNEDY 
and ROBERT F. KENNEDY. |Epgpg^g[ has no reason, other than pure 
speculation, to identify "TATTERSON as HUNT. 



received 


The material ul i i r h MV 1 furnished the FBT was bQ D 

bhPj c 

?ecam e friends 

summer of 1969 when both we'ire^v^^Ririg for the T * 3 
^inV^sh^gton , D. C. subsequen^^^^^an?-* L 

~f eYred to Office where he is now an Administrative}/)!) 

< (3M oSi-^oJ 
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BS 66-4051 


Ass^tant^J§^^^M| and (QB^^have remained clos^friends b^V^c 
and transmitting the enclosures to®BB|SR||| 
included the statement it was being sent "for yomramusement 
and amazement." 

stated while he did not know whether the b 7 ) D 
enclosed material" would be of interest to the Bureau, it was 
being furnished to the FBI for any action deemed appropriate. 

Foregoing is furnished for information, 
action at Boston. 


No further 



<Cuc«mc of Courts 
Sophia B. Campos (Mrs.) 


<$ 
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Sfujievio* ^ourt of &u£d ^ottfitu 


Tru 627-46*8 
Edo artowk. Mass 


October 5, 1970 


Mr. Albert S. Patterson 
$07 West 111th Street 
New lork, N.T. 10025 


Dear Mr. Patterson: Res Kennedy Inquest 


Enclosed please find a copy of the "INQUEST" and if yon are- 
satisfied with it kindly send me the sum of $1 or if not, return 
the copy to me. 


Very truly yours. 


if2. 


fcnc 


Clerk 




<§, 


ALBERT S . PATTERSON 
507 West l llth St 
New York, N. Y. 10025 
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Honorable James A. Boyle 
Edgar torn, Massachusetts 


September 22, 



Subject: KEMH3UT IKQU35T 


Bear Judge Boyle: 

I lave been trying unsuccessfully to locate & copy or " 
transcript of the inquest that was held last winter regarding Sen- 
ator Kennedy’s explanation of the accident and related emits that 
resulted in the droming of Mary Jo Kopechne, over which I under- 
stand you presided. 


(1) Can you assist me in obtaining or locator; such a copy? 

(2) Ceti j-ou tell, we if Senator Kennedy snore under oath as 
to the accuracy of the explanation he made public via radio/TV a 
year ago last summer? 

Thanking you in advance, 

Albert S. Patterson 


Very truly yours. 





ASP:s 
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507 West 111th Street 
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. Hew York, H.t. 10025 
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August 20, 1971 _ 


Honorable John C. Stennis 
Senate Office Building 
Washington , O.C. 


Dear Senator Stennis: 

I am in the process of accumulating yjhat I believe to be in- 
contestable evidence, and a lot of it, that a very well known United 
States senator committed perjury on several counts rather recently, 
expressed in terms of years. 

Moreover, the nature of these perjurious statements and the 
occasion on which they were made strongly suggest that this senator 
may have not only instigated but participated in a major crime. If 
this should be the case, I believe the United States Senate and the 
American public should know about it. 

I also believe this matter should first be brought to the at- 
tention of the Select Cc...:.i ttee on Standards and Conduct, of which I 
understand you are the chairman, for scrutiny and further action, if 
warranted. At the present time, I wouid estimate completing this work 
in several more weeks or possibly a couple of months. Rather than 
sending it to you through the mails, however, I would much prefer 
handing it to you in the course of a personal interview, perhaps to- 
gether with one or more others of your committee to be selected 
you. In Washington. Naturally, I would like to know, first, if this 
would be agreeable with you, and, second, if such a trip on my part 
would not be considered at the "convenience of the government". In 
short, are funds available to your committee to defray the limited ex- 
penses that would be involved -for such a trip? 

I trust that you understand ny position and agree that tAis is 
a matter requiring a careful approach. 

Sincerely yours. 


Albert S. Patterson 
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sbubct ooMMrnce on standards and conduct 
Washington. D.C. 20510 


August 24, 1971 


r^>. . Mr. Albert S. Patterson 
507 West 111th Street 
New York, New York 10025 

Dear Mr. Patterson: 



Senator S tennis, as the Chairman of the Select Committee 
on Standards and Conduct of the U. S. Senate, has asked 
me to reply to your letter of August 20, 1971. 

The Committee would be interested in seeing any evidence 
which you have relating to alleged misconduct by a Senator. 
In order for me to determine whether the matter lies within 
the jurisdiction of this Committee, and to make a 
preliminary evaluation of the evidence, I would like to 
have a better idea of what you have before we authorize 
any expenses for your travel to Washington, D. C. I 
would suggest that you send me a sworn statement of the 
allegations together with enough of the underlying 
evidence on which I can base such a determination. 
Naturally, this communication with you will be held on a 
privileged and confidential basis'. 

With appreciation for your interest in the affairs of the 
Senate . 


Sincerely yours. 


Benjanmi R. Fern 
Chief Counsel 
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507 West 111th <9L 
Keu York, K.Y. 1005 
Sop tester 3, 1971 


BcnjaainjR. Fern, Esq.* 

Chief Counsel 

Select (kcnmittce on Standards and Conduct* 
United S&ates Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20105 


Dear Mr. Fern; 

<•* 

Thank you for your reply of August 24th to ray letter of the 20th to 
Senator Stcnnis. Since your Initial interest has been expressed, I can tell 
you that the senator referred to lo Edward li« Kennedy, of Massaclosetts. 

I heard the Senator' c radio/TV explanation of his 5eciient" of mid- 
July 1969, in which Mary Jo Kopechne lost her life from d roaring, in the courso 
of which he cade one particular statement that, due to certzfa specific knowl- 
edge that I possess, left me with no choice but disbelief, kne time later, I 
obtained a published copy of the inquest that was held the firiltwing winter and 
T found the came incredible statement made under oath, along with a number of • 
Others that 1 cannot but regard as perjurious , not only on fie pert of Senator 
Kennedy but others v:ho were members of the party. 

A sworn statement of my allegations together with mderlying evidence, 

su 'ch as yea request, would constitute what I want to present to tie Committee 

in person and discuss with them, and I hope the reason foe such strong 
preference will become apparent in tha light of the following, if it is not 
already. 

I understand your desire for preliminary informa tim well enough, and 
to provide you with such I am enclosing herewith a photocopy of the last page 
of the mentioned published inquest that carries the most significant portion of 
presiding Justice Boyle's official Opinion. If you are not already familiar 
with the fact. Senator Kennedy stated under oath during the inq uest that he?had 
left the cottage that evening at 11:15 with the intention of returning directly 
to his hotel in Edgartcwn, after dropping Miss Kopechne off at hers, and that 
he was unawar e that he had made a "wrong turn" until the mosent just before hie 
car went off the bridge. X now draw your attention to the feet that Justice 
Boyle expressed grave doubt as to the veracity of those statements, (tfhat is 
equally unbelievable to me is that Justice Boyle concerned iimself with whether 
there was "anything criminal in (Senator Kennedy's) oper a tim of the motor _ve- 
hiclc (emphasis added), rather than the Senator's motive foe deliberately turn- 
T^Tcward the bridge instead of the ferry, as he (the Justice) obviously sub- 
pectc. Incidentally, after having read only a portion of tic impest, I wrote 
to Justice Boyle and asked to whom the information should be given if there was 
reason to believe that perjury had been committed in this feqoest. I received 
no reply.) ; ; 


Hr. Pern 
Page 2 ... 
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If your interest is now further aroused, and If you shodl bo Inter* 
ested In reading the entire inquest. It is obtainable {$1.00 per copy) from 
Magnua-hbyal Publishing Co. , 1560 Broadway, Hew York, K.Y. 20036. It has numer- 
ous photographs that are helpful, as well as the complete testimony df all wit* 
nesses. (Should you decide to avail yourself of such a version, I respectfully 
suggest fhat you do so in the most “unofficial" manner possible, sseh as through 
a private citizen or as one yourself. ; 

The questicn has probably arisen in your mind as to why I should have 
perceived the alleged perjurious statements and why it would seem that I, alone, 
i should have noticed a false statement in the Senator's "explanation." I cannot 
“ Answer the question. Moreover, it has seemed most unusual to tae as well. It is 
possible that a few others did notice it but considered it more discreet, if not 
safer for person, to remain silent. 2 cannot do so. And 1 will add in this 
respect that reactions to the inquest from professional observers could he summed 
up in the way one of them expressed iti "More questions were raised than were 
answered." It is possible, too, that my having perceived the false statement in 
the radio/TV account sensitized me to an appreciably greater degree ' than all 
the others (?) who read the inquest or were Involved and therefore made me laori. 
perceptive. To conclude this question from my standpoint, I refer you once again 
to the parenthetical portion of the last paragraph on the preceding page. 


If you still want a sworn statement from me, kindly prepare the etate- 
ment based on the information given herein (in duplicate, please), send it to me 
and I will either sign it before a notary public cr use it as a guide to make 
another in which such alterations as I may believe "are in order and proper, end 
send it to you after notarization. 


Please be mindful that what I wish to present to the Cocaittee is "new 
light" that I am convinced will expose perjury and offer Bound explanation for 
other incredible statements and contradictions, as well as possibly opening the 
way, finally, for justice to resumo its proper course. 


As Indicated in my letter to Senator Stennis, however, I m in the pro- 
cess of preparing and -assembling in -proper and intelligible order the various 
statements and allegations referred to that I regard perjurious and unsupport- 
able. There is a limited amount of time I can spare for this work, however, 
and it is not anticipated being finished "before the end of this month. In fact, 
I have not been able to finish reading quite all of the testimony and I wish to 
do so in the interest of -thoroughness. 


A reply at your earliest convenience would he appreciated. 

Very truly yours, 

Albert -S. Patterson 
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iWBCr COMMITTEE ON STANDARDS UBCCMOUCT 
WASHINGTON, D C. 2051 B 


September 8, 1971 


Mr. Albert S. Patterson 
507 West 111th Street 
New York, New York 10025 

Dear Mr. Patterson: 

I have your letter of September 3> 1971 but I regret 
that I cannot express any further interest in your 
matter until I have the bases of your alle^tions 
before me in order to evaluate them. 


Sincerely yours. 



njam^NP. Fer*» 
Chief Cotmsel 
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PRIVATE and CONFIDENTIAL 


507 West 111th street 
New York, N.Y. 10025 
July 29. 1972 








Honorable John Stennis, Chairman 
Select Committee on Standards and Conduct 
Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 


Re: Kennedy-Kopechne Inquest 

Dear Senator Stennis: 

Included among the several enclosures herewith is a photo- 
copy of a letter I wrote you last August 20th, the present purpose 
of which is to refresh your memory. Photocopies of sequelae to 
that letter are also enclosed so that you may have the ready bene- 
fit of full knowledge of subsequent developments. 

It has taken this long, almost a year, to renew the matter 
with your Committee for several reasons. One is that, so numerous 
are the perjuries and so monstrous the hoax of the alleged "acci- 
dent" and the attempted "rescue", the task begun proved far greater 
than then envisioned. Not just the Senator in question, but virtu- 
ally every survivor of the cook— out party committed if 

all. And as I went deeper and assembled and organized the evidence, 
I found myself facing the duty of writing a full-scale book, expos- 
ing the whole affair for what it was. This could not be accomplish- 
ed in the relatively short time I anticipated in the late nummer of 
1971. 

Another time-consuming task concerned what I then considered 
a most obvious and flagrant perjury (alluded to in my letter to Mr. 
Fern) . My contention was based on what was regarded some years ago 
as sound, scientific fact. Nevertheless, I decided that obtaining 
unimpeachable confirmation from competent and recognized authority 
would be the best course before making such an accusation openly. 

I wrote many letters, but received very few replies. I also did 
further research and discovered .that knowledge in the area involved 
has been extended since it was taught- to me. Not that the earlier 
teachings have been refuted, but modified. I am still extremely 
skeptical of the Senator's claim, but a retreat of even less thjan 
1% from a previously believed 100% applicability forces me to aban- 
don accusation of perjury on this particular ground. There is ho 
point in pursuing this specific item further — at least, at this 
moment--and it is not mentioned in my book. Others abound. 


Senator Stennis 
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aid CONFIDENTIAL 


Also from the standpoint of time, 1 felt obl.iyd to read two 
books on the subject that came to my attention late last fall and 
winter.! They are mentioned in my book. Additionally, this has 
necessarily been a spare-time project. 

|So much for accounting for interim time and transpirations. 

As you will see, the enclosed manuscript is the first section of 
my book. All Honorable Men (and Women) . Although excerpts from 
the testimonies of a number of others are included, it deals prin- 
cipally with the Senator's testimony. It constitutes about twenty- 
five percent of the total, which is about three-quarters or a little 
more finished as of this writing. I believe this is the portion 
your Committee would be most concerned with, and/or concerned with 
first. Certainly, it more than satisfies Mr. Fern ' s request for , 
"underlying evidence" of my allegations of perjury. Where seven 
outright perjuries gre cited and detailed in the manascript, three 
additional ones were perceived as my work progressed in sections 
dealing primarily with the testimonies of others closely associated 
with him and these additional perjuries are cited therein. 

I reinforce the recommendation made early in the book that 
Mr. Kennedy's testimony be read straight through in order to gain 
the best overall view and comprehension of the er~nt as a whole, 
then go hack and look up the perjuries and quasi-perjuries as they 
■are referenced. Detailing of the perjuries begins aa page 20, the 
quasi— per juries (anomalies) on page 25. "Skim" reaoing would be a 
serious mistake. 

You and/or your colleagues may find yourselves wondering 
about the authenticity of my source. I received my copy of The 
Inquest from the Clerk of Courts in Edgartown, having been re- 
ferred to her (Mrs. Campos) by Judge Boyle in his handwritten re- 
ply to my inquiry to him about obtaining testimonial transcript. 
Photocopies of that correspondence are also enclosed. 

At the time I had the title page photocopied, I had antici- 
pated copyrighting each section as it was finished. Then I learned 
that a restricted and limited circulation of a manuscript prior to 
publication does not jeopardize copyrightability , that copyrighting 
a work of this sort implies that -it has been made pcfclic. I did^ 
not proceed with the copyright application and none ©f the manu-% 
script has (yet) been made public. I 

« 

flow there are several other things you should know, Mr. 
Stennis, the importance of which can hardly be overemphasized. At 


c« ■ eft 
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this stage, I can only amplify the contents of the second para- 
graph erf my initial letter to you (Aug. 20, 1971). The informa- 
tion ccfitained in All Honorable Men (and Women) . especially the 
first section, is going to be made public. Whether it will be be- 
fore or after a Senate investigation/action will depend almost ex- 
clusively on the decision made by your Committee. In this connection, 
it is most important that you know that I have made arrangements for 
its publication as automatically as possible coinciding with my un- 
timely death or sudden and/or undue incapacitation. Especially 
under such regrettable circumstances, and to pre-answer the question 
that is certain to arise in the collective, mind of a fair portion 
of the public — whether you were made aware of it? — my experience 
with you will be included in the publication. Not only will the 
publication be made domestically, but in several foreign countries 
and in more than one foreign language (another time consumer) . In 
any event, the period of secrecy is approaching an end. 

As you will note below, copies of this letter, with photo- 
copies of the previous correspondence, are being sent concomitant- 
ly to your fellow Committeemen. Additionally, a copy of the manu- 
script is being sent to your Vice Chairman, Senator Bennett. I 
regret not being able to provide each, individually, with a copy. 
However, if strictly private means for photocopying are available 
to you, you have my permission to make extra copies for those di- 
rectly concerned with this affair. 

Although I provide the answers to a number of hitherto un- 
answered questions in my book, I daresay they stimulate still 
others to which answers are yet lacking. I would anticipate be- 
ing able to answer some of those, but there are questions still in- 
completely answered in my mind, too. However, I believe the an- 
swers are obtainable and my conviction is strong that they should 
be found. 

A few of the questions in your mind(s) probably concern me. 

For instance, you may wonder at my motive. That can be answered 
readily in one word: duty. And please accept such assurance as 

I can give that I do not seek to draw attention to myself. I can 
also tell you, and you may be interested in knowing it, that in ? . 
the past I have been given a governmental clearance for Secret, j 
The agency involved was the Navy; the time, circa 1958-1962. I * 
would assume this is verifiable through the records of either or 
both the Navy and the FBI. 


Senator Stennis 
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'and CONFIDENTIAL 


Concluding for the moment* I now anticipate your agreeing 
that a personal meeting and discussion of this matter between my- 
self an 3 your Committee would be most desirable and advisable. I 
can arr ange to take the time to visit V7ashington largely at your 
conveni ance, as originally proposed* but would be amenable to any 
other suggestion you might like to offer. In any case, several 
days' notice would be preferred. 


■ Sincerely, 

' V 




Albert S. Patterson 


ASP: s 
Enel. 

cc: Hon. Wallace F. Bennett*"^^ 

Hon. John S. Cooper 

Hon. Len B. Jordan 

Hon. William B. Spong, Jr. 

Hon. Herman E. Talmadge 
Benjamin R. Fern, Es^. 

P.S. Early acknowledgment of receipt of this communication by all 
recipients would be appreciated. 
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. A We!!, Mr. Dims, I ■would soy thaV-'^Bving lived on Cape 
Cod and having visited these ii^^^ I am aware some 
roads arc past'd. 

THE COURT: I am sorry, that is not quite responsive. The 
cuestion is whether or not you realised the road from the 
ferry to the cottier was paved. 

* MR. DINIS: That is correct. 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

THE COURT: That is, did you become aware of it during 
your two frips? 

THE WITNESS: Well,! would just say it was not of partic- 
ular notic( to me whether ir'was paved or unpaved. 

THE COORT: Were you -driving the car in either one of 
these timA’ 

THE WITNESS: I was not. 

Q (By Mr. Dinis) Weli, while you were driving down Dyke 
Road and after you noticed i: was a dirt road and you 
were driving at twenty miles an hour, what happened, 
i Mr. Kennedy? 

O A Well, I became — 

THE COURT: I'm going to ask one question. At any time 
"after you got on the unpaved road, the so-called Dyke 
Road, did you have a realization lhat you were on the 
: wrong road? 

THE WITNESS: No. 

THE COURT. Do you remember the question? 

THE WITNESS: After I realized it was an unpaved road, 
what did I become aware of? 

Q (By Mr. Dinis) Well, after you realized it was an unpaved 
i ioa(l and that you were driving at twenty miles an hour, 

i what happened then? 

I A 1 went oft Dike Bridge or i went off a bridge. 

0 You went off a bridge into the water? 

A That is correct. 

Q Did you apply the brakes of that automobile prior to 
going off into the water? 

A Perhaps a fraction of a second before. 

. Q What prompted you to do that? 

. A Well, l wasaboul to gooff a bridge and 1 applied the brakes, 
i <J Were there any lights in that area? 

A- Absolutely no lights in that area l noticed other than the 
lights on my vehicle. 

- /'“fi Did you realize at that moment that you were not heading 

' . for the ferrv? 

‘ ; At the moment 1 went off the bridge, ! certainly did. 

, Do you recall whether or not the — strike that question - 
’ ■■ well j what happened after that. Senator? 

A Well, I remembered. the vehicle itself just beginning to eo 
-r»l off the D ike Bridget ar.d the next thing 1 recall is the 
\l*y '^n>r>ven^t^r?irary'Jo next to me, the struggling, perhaps 
k i hitting or kicking me and I, at this time, opened my eyes 

• and realized I was upside-down, that water was Clashing in 

\ *~oin5e7that If was pireh~ ~bTaek f l knew that and i was able 
to get half a gulp.lw’ould say, of air before 1 became 
I completely immersed in the water. I realized that Mary Jo 

and I had to get out of the car. 

I can remember reaching down to try and get the door- 
knob of the car and lifting the door handle and pressing 
l against the door and it not moving. I can remember reach- 

ing what 1 thought was down, which was really up. to 
* where I thought the window was and feeling along the 

t side to see if the window was open and the window was 

closed, and I can remember the last sensation of being 
; completely out of air and inhaling what must have been a 

half a lung full of water and assuming that 1 was going to 


Q Were youla’-ire ts any water rzAinj is os 

the passengers si', 

A There was complete blackness. Water seemed to rush is 

A . * » ^ ^ a. . . - ».**_« j r J 


from evert point, from the windshield, from underneath 
me above* me .It almost Minted tike vou couldn't hold 


me, above* ute.ilt almost denied like you couldn't hold 
the water bfeck men with your hands. What ! was conscious 
of was the rushing of the -water, the blackness, the fad 
that it was impossible to even hold it back. 

Q And you say at that time you had a thought to the effect 
that you may not be found untii morning? 

A I was sure that I was going to drown. 

Q Did you make any observations of the condition of Miss 
Kopechne at that time? 

A At what time? ^ 

Q At that particular moment when you were thrashing around ' 
in the car? 

A Well, at the moment ! was thrashing around I car trying 
to find a way that ve both couid get out oi the car. ami at 
some time after I tried the door and the window I became 
convinced 1 was never going to get out. 

Q Was the window closed at that time? 

A The window w*x open. 

0 On the drivei s side? 

A That's correct. 

0 And did you go through the window to get out of the car? 
A 1 have no idea in the world how I got out of that car. 

Q Do you have any recollection as to how the automobile 
lefi the bridge and went over into the water? 

A How it left the bridge? 

Q Yes. What particular path did it take? 

A No. * 

Q Did it turn ovr i? 

A I have no idea. 

THE COURT. 1 would like to inquire, Mr. Dinis, some- 
thing about the operation of the car, if you are finished. 
MR. DINIS. Go right ahead, your Honor. 

THE COURT. You are driving along the dike sandy road 
and you are approaching the Dike Bridge. Now. can you 
describe to me what you saw. what you did, what hap- 
pened from the point when first you saw the bridge? 

THE WITNESS I wot* id estimate that time to be fractions 
of a second from :«ie time that I lirst saw the bridge and 
was on the bridge. 

THE COURT. Did you have on your high beams, do you 
remember? 

THE WITNESS. 1 can't remember. 

THE COURT. Is it your custom to use high beams when 
you are driving? 

THE WITNESS. I rarely drive. I really couldn’t tell you. I 

may have. - 

THE COURT. It is recommended. 

THE WITNESS. It b recommended. but sometimes If there 
is a mist you see better with low beams. 

THE COURT. Did you see the bridge before you actually 
reached it? 

THE WITNESS. The split second before I was on it. 

THE COURT. Did you sec that it was at an angle to the 

road? • 

Tilt WITNESS. The bridge was at an angle to the road? 
THE COURT. Yes. /V-l 

THE WITNESS. Just before going on it I saw that — l 4 ?/ 
THE COURT. Did you make any attempt to turn your 
wheels to follow that anele? 

THE WITNESS. I believe I did, your Honor. I would as 
sume that 1 uid try to go on the bridse«l appeared to me 


drown and the full realization that no one was coir.c to be fr ) at that time that the road went straight.' — (M) 
looking for us that night until the next morninjyjhd Viiatl 1 THE COURT. Were you looking ahead at the time you 


wasn’t going to get put of that car alive and then somehow 
I can remember coming up to the last energy of just push- 
ing. pressing, and coming up to the surface. 

Q Senator, how did you realize that you were upside down 
in the car? 

A Because — that was a feeling that I had as soon as 1 
became aware that - the water rushin? in hnd the 
ness. I knew that I was, I felt 1 was upside, down? 1 realty ' 
wasn’t sure cf anything, but I thought I was upside down. 

Q Were you aware lhat the window s on the passenger's side 

were blown out of the car, were smashed? Q 

A I have read ihaf subsequently. 1 wasn't aware of it at the 
time. 


were driving the car. 3t that lime? 

THE WITNESS. Yes. ! was. 

THU COURT. Your attention was not diverted by any- 
thin® else? 

THE WITNESS. No. i: wasn't. 

THE COURT. 1 don’t want to foreclose veu, Ur. Dinis. • 
J want to go into the question of alcoholic beveilic.es. 
' IVriiaps you had that in mind later? 

MR. DINIS. Yrs. vour Honor. 

Till' COURT. Ali right. 

Q Going back to the cottage earlier ir, the day. you staled 
you volunteered the information that you had a rum and 
C >c:i-Co1j? , 


/ 3?- Vos'? -;i>f 


A That is right. 

Q Did you have mote than one? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q How many did you have? 

A I had two. 

THE COURT. What time was this? 

THE WITN ESS. The first was about 8 o’clock. 

THE COURT. I would like to go back before that. I think 
that you sajb you visited soinf 'friends at the Shiietown 
!nn? 5 / 

THE WITN’ISS. That is richu 

THE COURl. Did you do some drinking then? 

THE WITNfSS. I had abfJtu a third of beer at that time. 
THE COURT. And you had nothine further until this. 
THE WITNESS. No. I had nothing further. 

Q And when did you have this seeond rum and coke? 
A The second some time later on in the evening. 1 think 
before dinner, sometime about 9:i5. It would be difficult 
k for me to say. 

f'. Now, during the afternoon of the 1 8th did you have occa- 
• sion to spend some time with your nephew, Joseph 
Kennedy? 

A J might have greeted him in a brief greeting, but otherwise, 
no. I know he was concerned about where he was going to 
stay; that he had some reservations and tli3t somehow 
they had gotten cancelled, but 1 would S3v other than a 
casual passing and a greeting, 1 would say No. 

Q He was at this time on Chappaquiddick Island? 

A Not to my knowledge. I never saw him at Chapp3quiddick. 
Q Did you see him at "the Shiretown Inn? 

A 1 might have seen him in inquiring whether he could stay 



at the Shiretown Inn. 

Q Did he stay with you in your room? 

A No, he did not. 

THE COURT. I would like to ask some questions. You 
. » said you had a portion of beer late in the afternoon at the 
Shiretown Inn? 

THE WITNESS. That is correct. 

THE COURT. Then you had two rums and coke at this 
cc***ee at Chappaquiddick Island some time after you 
tl'i.vu.a. *'''••» 8:30? 

C lTHE WITNESS. That is right. 

‘THE COURT. Who poured those drinks? 

THE WIT NESS. Mr. Crimmins poured the first one. I 
poured the second one. 

THE COURT. What amount of rum did you put in? 
THE WITNESS. It would be difficult, your Honor, to 
: . estimate. 

' THE COURT. Well, by ounces. 

THE W1TNCSS. By ounces? 1 suppose two ounces. 

*, THE COURT. I mean, some people pour heavy drinks. 
r | * Some pour light drinks. 

-» Tilt WITNESS. Yes. 

THE COURT. When did you take the last or.e? 

;t TIfE WITNESS. I would think about 9 o’clock. The only 

•1 way I could judge that, your Honor, would be that 1 ate 

about 10:00 and it was some time before 1 ate. 

't THE COURT. You had nothing alcoholic to drink .after 
eating? 

THE WITNESS. No.l didn’t. 

' THE COURT. How much liquor was at this cottage? 
THE WITNESS. There were several bottles so that J 
wouldn’t be able to tell specifically. 

THE COURT. Not a large supply? 

THE WITNESS. I wouldn’t be able to tell how much. 
There was an adequate supply . 

THE COURT. Was there a sustained amount of drinking 
by the group? 

THE WITNESS. No, there wasn’t. 

THE COURT. By any particular perton? 

THE WITNESS. Not that J noticed. There wasn't prior to 
* the time ! left. 

1 THE COURT. Mr. Hanify, you have advised your client of 
his constitutional rights? 

MR. IlAN’l EY. Yes. I have, your Honor, 
i. THE COURT. Were you at any time that evening under 


the influence of alcohol? 

THE WITNESS. Absolutely not. 

THE COURT. Did you imbibe in any narcotic drugs that 
evening? 


THE WITNESS. Abi 


<M 


not. 


THE COURT. Did anyone at the narty to your knowledge? 

THE WITNESS No, absolutely riot. 

THE COURT. In your opinion would you be sobetatthe 
time that you operated the motor vehicle to the Hike . 
Bridge? fj) 

THE WITNESS. Absolutely sober. v / 

Q Senator Kennedy, what did you do immediately foBoroe 
your release from ihe automobile? __ 

Ail was swept away by the tide that -was flowin g at an _ jj. 

1 extraordinary rate through that narrow culther e'aaJwas 
j swept along by the tide and called Mary )o v s name moil I 
I was able to make my way to what would be the east side 
* of that cut, waded up to about my waist and started hack 
to the car. at this time was gasping and belching and coegh- 
ing, went back just in front of the car. 

Now, the headlights of that car were still on and I was 
able to get to wli3t 1 thought was the front of the tar, 
although it was difficult - and I was able to identify the 
front of the car from the rear of the car by the fights 
themselves. Otherwise 1 don’t think I would be able Wo le 11- 
How far were you swept aiong by the current? 

Approximately 30-40 feet. 

Did you pass under the bridge? 

The vehicle went over the bridge on the south side and 
rested on the south side, and that was the dircclitmlhe 
current was flowing, and 1 was swept 1 would think »Bie 
south or probably east, which would be the eastern shore 
of that. ' 

Some 30 feet? 

I would think 30 to 40 feet. 

Now, in order to get back to the car was it necessary for ' 
you to swim? 

1 couldn’t swim 3t that time because of the cunrsL 1 
waded into - sw am to where 1 could wade and then waded 
along the shore up to where I could go to the fronj of the 
car and start diving in an attempt to rescue Marylo. — r 
Was the front of the car facing a westerly direction? 

I would think it was facinc in a northerly diretrion. 

Well, in regard to the bridge could you describe u,e 
location ot the automobile with relation to the brifee? 

Well, your Honor, in the direction of north and sosrh I 
will do the .••-M i can. 

THE COURT: We don’t have any map, do we? 

MR. TELLER. The bridge runs north and south, fairly 
close to north and south. 

THE COURT. Tb.3t is, coming towards Edgartown would 
be north ami towards the ocean would be south? 

MR. TELLER. Yes, sir. 

MR. DINTS. Mav we use the chalk, your Honor? 

THE COURT. Yes. if it is helpful. 

Would that be helpful, Mr. Kennedy? 

It may be. 

I believe there is a board behind you. 

Assuming the bridee is north and south— 

Yes. 

{Witness draws a sketch on blackboard.] 

I w-ouid bet thatlhat bridge runs more cast— west than 
north -south. ~~ (L) 

MR. TELLER. Not directly north, but southeast -narth- 
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Q 

A 

Q 


O 

A 

Q 
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A 
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west. 

Q Will you indicate, Mr. Kennedy, Edgartewn? 

A I would tath.ei have counsel draw and respond. I wB be 
delighted to do whatever the Court desires. 

THE COURT. It is only for the purposes of illustration. 

. THE WITNESS. 1 suppose the road runs soniethios Ete 
this. i 

THE COURT. You are trying to get the relation of the car 
to the bridge? j 

MR. D1 N’JS. Ve». your Honor. - 

O As you went ofi the bridge. - 

A I tliir.k it v..ii iike this. 

THE COURT. All right. Mr. Dinis. 

Q Mr. Kennedy . alter you emerged from the automobikyou 
say you were swept rone 30 feet away from the cs. is 
that cot re e: 1 

A In this direction (indicating], 

Q And now much lime did it take you after you left die 
atitoinohi’e io be swept down to about 30 feci, down the 
livci? 



A By the time I came up I was. the 


M 




r: 


timate would be 
somewhere over here, which would' be prob:iblv 8-10 
feet. it is difficult for me to estimate specifically, and I 
think by the time I was able at least to rccair. my 
strength, I would say it is about 30 feet after which time 
I swam in this direction until I was able to wade, and 
wade back up here to this point here, and went over to 
the front of -the car. where the front of the car was, and 
crawled ovA to here, dove here, and the tide would 
sweep out this way there, and then 1 dose repeatedly from 
this side mail. I would say, the end. and then 1 will be 
swept awavlthe first couple of times, again back over 
to this side, »would come lack again and again to this point 
here, or trjr perhaps the third or fourth lime to pain en- 
trance to some area here until at. the serv end when 1 
couldn't hold my breath any longer 1 was breathing so 
heavily it was down to just a matter of seconds. 1 would 
hold my breath and 1 could barely get underneath the 
water. I was just able to hold on to the metal undercar- 
riage here, and the water itself came right out to where I 
was breathing and i could hold on, l k.-ew that J just could 
not get under water any more. 

And you were fully aware at that time of what was 
transpiring? 

Well, I was fully av/are that I was try ing to get the girl 
out of th3t car and I was fully aware that I was doing 
everything that I possibly could to get her out of the car 
and \ was fully asvare at that time that my head was 
throbbing and my neck was aching and I was breathless, 
and at that time, the last time, hopelessly exhausted. 
You were not Confused at that time? 

Well, 1 knew that there W3S a girl in that car and 1 had to 
get her out. I knew that. 

And you tool, steps to get her out? 

1 tried the best I thought I possibly could to get her out. 
But there was no confusion in your mind about the fact 
that there was a person in the car and that you were doing 
the best you could to get that person out? 

1 was doing the very best I could to get her out. 

THE COURT. May I ask you some questions here about 
the depth of the water? 

THE WITNESS. No, it was not possible to stand. The 
highest level of the car to the surface were the wheels 
and tne undercarriage itself when I held onto the under- 
carriage and the tide would take me down, it was up to 
this point. (Indicating.) 

(By the Court] You were not able to stand up at any 
point around any portion of that car? 

THE WITNESS. Yes. 


Q Mr. Kennedy, how many times if you recall did you make 
an effort to submerge and get into the car? 

A 1 would say seven or eight times. At the last point, the 
seventh or eighth attempts were barely more than trie- or 
eight-second submersions below the surface. I just couldn’t 
hold my breath any longer. I didn’t have the strength even 
to come down even close to the window or the door. 

Q And do you know how much time was used in these 
efforts? 

A It would be difficult for me to estimate, but i would 
think probably 15-20 minutes. 

Q And did you then remove yourself from the water? 

A I did. 

Q And how did you do that? 

A Well, in the last dive I lost contact ,- dth the vehicle ?g3in 
and I started to come down $h:s way here and I let 
myself float and came over to this shore and 1 came onto 
this shore here, and I sort of crawled and I staggered up 
some place in here and was very exhausted and spent on 
the grass. 

Q On the west bank of the river? 

A Yes. 

f) As indicated by that chart? 

A Yes, that’s correct. 

Q And how long did you spend resting? 

A Well, I would estimate probably 15-20 minutes trying to 
get my - 1 was coughing up the water and ! was exhausted 
' and 1 suppose the best estimate would be 15 or 20 min- 
utes. 

O Now, did you say earlier you spent 15 or 20 minutes 
trying to recover Miss Kopechne? 


A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 


<• 


That is cornet. 

And you wept another 15 or 20 minutes recovering on 
the wes’ tub of the river? 

That is comet. 

Now, following your rest period, Senator, what did you 
do after tint? 

Well, 1— 

You may remain seated. 

Ailright. After i was able to regain my breath I went back 


to the road and I started down the road and it was 
extremely dark and i could make out no forms or shapes 
or figures, and the only way that i could even see the 
path of the road was looking down the silhouettes of the 
tiees on the two sides and I could watch the silhouette of 


the tiees on the two rides and I started going down that 
road walking, trotting, jogging, stumbling, as fast as 1 
possibly could. 

Q Did you pass any houses with lights on? 

A Not to my, knowledge; never saw a cottage with a light on 
it. 

Q And did you then return to the cottage where your 
friend* had been gathered? 

A That is correct. 

Q And how long did that take you to make that walk, do 
you recall? 

A I would say approximately fifteen minutes. 

Q And when you arrived at tbe cottage, as you did, is that 
true? 

A That is true. 


0 Did you speak to anyone there’ 

A Yes, 1 did. __ . 

Q And with whom did you speak? 

A Mr. Ray LaRosa. 

Q And what did you tell him? 

A 1 said, get me Joe Gargan. t 
Q And was Joe Gargan there? 

A He was there. 

Q He was at tbe party? 

A Y es. 

THE COliRT: Excuse me a moment. Did you go ins de 
the cottage? 

Tiit WITNESS: No. I didn’t go inside. 

Q (By Mr. Dinis) Y.'hat did you do? Did you sit in the auto- 
mobile at that time? 

A Well. 1 came up to the cottage, there was a car parked 
there, a white vehicle, and as I came up to the back of the 
vehicle, I saw Ray LaRosa at the door and I said. Rav. 


’get me Joe; and lie mentioned something like, right away, 
and as he was going in to get Joe, I got in Ure back of the 
car. 

Q In this white car? 

A Yes 

Q And now, did Joe come to you? 

A YVs, he did. 

Q And did vou have conversation with him? 

A Yes. 1 did. 


Q Wouiii you tell us what the conversation was? 

A I said, you had better gel Paul, too. 

0 Did you Jell him what happened? 

A At that time I said, better get Paul, too. 

Q Y.'hat happened after that? 

A Well. Paul came out, got in the car. I said, there has been a 
terrible accidcn' . we have got to go, and we took off down 
the road, .the Main Road there. 

Q How long had you known Mr. LaRos3 prior to this eve- 
ning? 

A Eight years, ten years, eight or ten years. t 

Q Were you f.Tii.M: u :th the fact or - strike that - did you 
have any knowledge that Mr. LaRosa had some expeaer.ee 
in skindiwns? | 

A No, I never did. * 

Q Now. befote you drove down the toad, did you make any 
further explanations to Mr. Gargan or Mr. Markham? 

A Before driving? No. sir. 1 said, there has been a terrible 
accident . let’s rt, anti we took off — 

Q And they went — 

A — driving. 

Q And they drove li-rriedly down? 

A That right. 

Q Tov. aid* the Dike BricVe area. 


V 


whi 


A. That is right. 

Q And where did you finally stop the white automobile that 
you were tiding in? 

A Mr. Gargan drove the vehicle across the bridge to some Q 

• location here I indicating) and turned it so that its head- A 

lights shown over the water and over the submerged Q 
vehicle. (Indicating on blackboard.) A 

Q And what happened after the th:ee of you arrived there? 

A Mr. Gargan ; lid Mr. Markham took off all their clothes, 
dove into th - water-, and- proceeded to dive repeatedly to 
try and save ■ ary Jo. 

Q Now, do yot recall what particular time this is now when 
the three of ; ou were at the — 

A I think it »■* at 12:20, Mr. Dints. I believe that I looked 
St the Variant's clock and behove that it was 12:20. 

Q Now. Mr. LaRcoa remained at the cottage? 

A Yes. he did. 

Q Was Mr. LaRosa aware of the accident? 

A No, he hadn't heard - no, I don’t believe so. 

"* No one else at the cottage was told of the accident? 

.\ No. 

Q How many times did you go back to Dike Bridge that 
right? 

A Well, that was the only — 

Q After the accident, that was the only occasion? 

A The only time, the only occasion. 

Q Now, how long did Mr. Markham and Mr. Gargan remain 
there, with you on that particular occasion? 

A I would think about forty-five minutes. 

Q And they were unsuccessful in entering the car? 

A Well, Mr. Gargan got half-way in the car. When he came 
out he was scraped all the way from his elbow . underneath, /oj 
his arm was all bruised and bloodiod*a7i3 iffis isThe one 
time that he was able to gain entrance I believe into the 
car itself. 

Q And did he talk to you about his experience in trying to 
get into the car? 

A Well, I was unable to. being exhausted, to get into the 
water, but 1 could see exactly what was happening and. 
made some suggestions. 

So (hat you were participating in the rescue efforts? 

Well, io that extent. 

F You werefullv aware of what transpiring at ih •' time? 

A Well, I was fully aware that Joe Gargan and Pant Markham 
were trying to get in that car and rescue that girl, I certainly 
would say that. 

Q Did you know at that time or did you have any idea how 
long Mary Jo had been in the water? 

A Well, I knew that some time had passed. 

Q Well, you testified earlier that you spent some fifteen or 
twenty minutes of — 

A Well, Mr. District Attorney,! didn't add up (he time that 
I was adding to rescue her and time on the beach, the 
shore, and the time to get back and the time it took back 
and calculate it. 

Q Was it fair to say that she was in the water about an hour? 

A Yes, tt is. 

Q Was there any effort made to call for assistance? 

A No, other than the assistance of Mr. Gargan and Mr. 
Markham. 

Q I know, but they failed in their efforts to recover — 

A That is right. 

Q — Miss Kopechne? 

A That is correct. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

MR. D1N1S. I believe, your Honor, before the witness left 
the courtroom the question was whether or not any 
assistance had been asked for. 

THE COURT. 1 think the answer haJ been No. 

Q {By Mr. Dinisj And now may 1 ask you. Mr. Kennedy, 
was there any reason why no additional assistance was 
asked for? 

A Was there any reason? 

Q Yes. was there any particular reason why you drd not call 
cither the police or the fire department? 

A Well.! intended to report it to the police. 

THE COURT. That is not quite responsive to the ques- 
tion. 

Q Was there a reason why it did not happen at that tune? 
THE COURT, Call for assistance. 



THE WITNFSS. I Uf ^fd to call lor assistance wl to 
report the accident rothe police within a few short mo- 
ments after giving back into the car. 

1 sec, and did something transpire to prevent this? 

Yes. 

What was that? . .1 

With the Court's indulgence, to ptewMt tin*, if theCowrt 
would permit me i would like to be able to relate to the 
Court the immediate period following the time that Mr. 
Gargam. Markham ar.d 1 got back in the car. 

THE COURT. 1 have no objection. 

MR. D1N1S. 1 have no objection. 

THE WITNESS. Responding to the question of the Dis- 
trict Attorney — 

MR. D1N1S. Yes. 

THE Wl 1 NESS, —at some time. 1 believe ir was about -o 
minutes after Gargan and Markhaa dove they likewise 
became exhausted and no further diving efforts appeared 
to be of any avail and ihey so indicated to me and 1 agreed. 

So they came out of the water and came back into the car 
and S3id to me, l.r. Markham an-J Mr. Gargan at different 
times as we drove down the road towards the fern that it 
was necessary to report this accident. A lot of different 
thoughts came into my mind at that time about how I was 
going to really to be able to call Mrs. Kopechne at some 
time in the middle of the night to tcC her that her 
daughter was drowned, to be able to call my own mother 
and my ov.n father, re-jte to them, my wife, and I even — 
even though 1 knew ir.at Mary Jo Kopechne was dead and 
believed firmly that rhejvas in the hack of that car 1 willed /■ 
that she remained alive.” 

As drove down that road I was almost looking out 
the front window and windows trying to see her walking 
down that road. I related this to Gargan and Markham and 
they said they understood this feeling, but it was neces- 
sary to report it. And about this lime we came to the ferry 
crossing and 1 got out oi the car and we talked there Just a 
few minutes. 

1 just wondered hc*w alt of this could pcssibly have 
happened. 1 also had scr» of a though! and the wish and 
desire and the hepr tha. ...aderdy inis whole accident 
would disappear, and they reiterated that this has io be 
reported and I ••nder^tooJ at the time that I left that ferry 
boat, left the slip where the ferryboat was, that it had to 
be repotted and 1 hid full intention of reporting it. and I 
mentioned to Gatgatt and Markham something Ukc. “You 
take care of the girls. I will take care of the accident.” — 
that is what I said ar-3 I dove into the water. 

Now, 1 started to vwim oul into that tide and the tide 
suddenly became, fch an extraordinary shove and almost 
pulling me down ag^in, the water puliing me down and 
suddenly I realized ai that time even as I faded to realize 
before 1 dove into the water that I was in a weakened 
condition, although ns I had looted over that distance 
between the ferry s!L~i and the oiherside.it seemed to me 
an inconsequential wint; but the water got colder, the 
tide began to draw tne out and for the second tsuc that 
evening I knew 1 wers going to drown and the strength 
continued to leave me. By this time I was probably 50 
yards off the shore cmd I remembered being swept down 
toward the direction of the Edganown Light and well out 
into the darkness, ar.d 1 continued to attempt te swtm. 
tried to swim at a slower pace to be able to regain what- 
ever kind of si.eneth tthat was left in me. 

And some time afie:7. 1 think it was about the middle 
of the channel, a little- further than that, the tide was much 
calmer .gentler, and ? began to get my - make somiptoe- 
ress, and finally was able to reach the other shore and all 
the nightmares and -nil the tragedy and all the loss of Mary 
Jo's death was rigbrt before me again. And when. I was 
able to tain this whore, this Edgartown side, I fulled 
myself on the beada arui then attempted to gain some 
strength. 

After that I walked’ up one of the streets is the direc- 
tion of the Shi ret own Inn. 

B, walkin'! ur one >c-f the streets I walked into a r 3r » i,r " 
lot that was nuiaccat to the Isa and I can remember 
almost having no fcirrlier strength to continue, and Seantr.g 
against a tree Id; j length of time, walking ttwagh the 
pai k.mg let, trying io really gather seme kind of idea as to 
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Cray’s AND WHEREFORES 



"It appears to be appropriate at the outset of this inquest . 
that the reason for its existence, the results that it is intend- 
ed to Accomplish, and the rules of procedure and conduct I am 
adopting and ordering. . .should be pronounced... 

"•inquests are, of course, primarily for the purpose of ascer- 
taining whether or not any crime has been committed - 1 , says the 
Massachusetts Law Quarterly, 1921. 

"‘The primary object of an inquest is to asc e rtain facts , to 
decide the question of whether or not criminal proceedings shall 
be instituted against the person or persons responsible for the 
death. ' Massachusetts Law Quarterly, 1925. 

• • • • 

"An inquest is an investigation. It is not a prosecution of 
anybody. It is not a trial of anyone. It is the duty of the 
Court to seek out and receive any and all information and testi- ' 
mony which is relevant^ perti nent and material to the question as 
to whether criminal conduct caused or contributed to the death 
and, conversely, to reject that which is not. 

“Although the Judge is not bound by the rules of evidence that 
apply in criminal cases, it is as much the duty of the Court to 
decline to receive such improper testimony to the end that persons 
innocent of any criminal involvement be not injured in reputation. 

"For the reasons stated above and because this is not an ad- 
versary proceeding, transcript of testimony will not be furnished 
to the District Attorney or counsel." 

Slightly abridged, but with nothing relevant omitted, the aoove 
were the words of the Honorable James A. Boyle, presiding, at the 
opening of the Kennedy-Kopechne inquest, Monday morning, January 5, 
1970. 

.•During the next four days, twenty-seven witnesses testified r. 
person and several others — physicians, medical technicians, a phys- 
icist, engineers, all with a most impressive professional biography 
and array of qualifications in their respective fields — testified 
by affidavit (which, unfortunately, permitted no questioning of 
their statements). This took more than 750 pages of transcript, 
and then came Judge Boyle's 4,000-word report, from which the fol- 
lowing is excerpted. ( The Inquest , p.125.) 

"...there are inconsistencies and contradictions in the 

testimony, which a comparison of individual testimony will 

show. It is not feasible to indicate each one." 

Indeed, there were inconsistencies and contradictions. Some 
were with respect to certain incidents of common experience given 
by more than one witness, while others involve self-contradiction 
and contradiction with fact. The Judge, please note, implied dis- 
belief of certain portions of Senator Kennedy's testimony by stat- 
ing, a little further on and in view of a list of observable facts 
gleaned from several of the testimonies (see appendix) — 
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'I infer .. .thai-^ennedy and F.cpechne did l__^intend to re- 
turn to Edgartown at that time; that Kennedy SM not intend 
to drive to the ferry slip and his turn onto llike Road was 
intentional . " 


• • * 

f 1 / believe it probable that Kennedy knew o f the hazard that 

■ _ « . « * ' ‘ ‘ ** ‘ — ----- a —- « . "" — — — — — — mAf* 


la y ahead of 


apparent from the testimony 
as^ ,he approached the bridge 


Dike Road but that, for sooe reason not 
he failed to exercise due care 


I agree with the Judge. There were too many inconsistencies 
and contradictions to indicate each one, but I thuk it is quite 
feasible to indicate and expose a significant number of them, the 
most egregious and particularly those that can be shown to be ei- 
ther self-contradictory and/or contradictory to fact and which s 
are, therefore, perjurious. Such exposure may enable the reader 
(including Judge Boyle) to take any of several p os s ib le courses: 

(1) to remove the doubt as to whether Senator Kennedy knew of the 
hazard that existed; (2) to remove at least some of the obscurity, 
regarding the reason (s) why he did not exercise dne care in ap- 
proaching the bridge; (3) to decide whether, in fact, the Senator 
drove off the bridge deliberately, or (4) the reader may go bac 

to sleep. _ „ 

In essence, then, this book is intended to assist Judge Boyle. 
One of the results of the exposure, however, may be the exposure 
of some inconsistencies and contradictions (implied, at least) on 
the part of the Judge (but the Judge is an honorable man — so are 
they all, all, honorable men (and women)). At the end of the book 
,at least one possible course will be suggested in case the reader 
asks, "What can be done »bout it?" — 


The world knows that this inquest concerned an alleged autor 
mobile accident in which, just before midnight, Jn2y 18, 1969, 
Senator Edward M. Kennedy drove off a narrow bridge on Chappaquid- 
di.ck Island just off the southeastern coast of Massachusetts into 
a tidal pond and that a passenger. Miss Mary Jo Kopechne, subse- 
;quently lost her life by drowning as a direct result. 

• .Much of the world knows that the inquest was held in secret. 

It was so secret, in fact, that, as indicated in tbe Judge |s open- 
ing remarks, transcripts of testimony were denied tie District At- 
torney. Not so much of the world knows that the inquest was post- 
poned four months, and only a little of the world knows, I suspect, 
that the inquest has now been made public and is mailable to all. 
Copies may be obtained ($1.00) by writing to the publisher: Mag- 

num-Royal Publications, Inc., 1560 Broadway, New fork, N.Y. 10036. 
This is the principal source — The Inquest — of the information 
about to be given. It is in magazine form, and references to spe- 
cific statements in various testimonies will be made to page num- 
bers therein, as on the preceding page. ! 

Two other bocks, to my knowledge, have previously appeared pn 
this broad subject. The first was The Bridge at tbappaquiddick 
(Little, Brown & Co., Boston, in hardcover), by Jack Olsen, a senior 
editor of Time , who did a remarkable job of researching and then 
recounting it most entertainingly. No reference tas made to the 
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inquest and it is probable that he v/rote- V i^prior tc the in- 

quest, or in the fall of 1969. 

The second was Teddy Bare (Western Islands, Belmont, Mass.), 
by Zad Rust, which was written not only after the inquest, but af- 
ter the emasculated Grand Jury session held another four months 
after Jthe inquest. Where Olsen devoted his literary talents to 
the pae-accident Kennedy clan, including Teddy's Harvard ouster 
and twpical Kennedy incidents and anecdotes, the circumstances 
leading up to the accident and its aftermath, plus his own abso- 
lutely unique hypothesis of how the "accident" might have happen- 
ed (and I wonder if he will continue to believe so, if he still 
does, after he reads this book, if he does). Rust concentrated on 
the inquest and the behind-the-scenes goings-on that may very well 
have occurred. It N is a devastating indictment of the Massachu- 
setts judiciary, naming individual judges above Judge Boyle, but, 
in my opinion, it does not strip Teddy "bare". Both books are 
highly recommended to Kennedy-watchers and to any and all having 
an interest in this tragedy or in the cause of justice. The for- 
mer will probably be found in many libraries, if not bookshops, • 
while the latter is available at most American Opinion bookstores 
(look in your telephone directory) in paperback at $2.00. Other- 
wise, the publisher can provide. Such is the scanty bibiiogra^.- _ 
herein. Both books will be referred to from time to time. 

In the preceding excerpted quotations from The Inquest , as 
well as in all the following, all indications of emphasis have 
been added. Abridgement has been for the sake of coherence. Te- 
dious and unnecessary repetition has been eliminated for ease in 
reading, as well as irrelevancies regarding the selected exposures 
and basic facts. For example, there are numerous instances where 
answers given were repeated ir. the form of another question, only 
to be reaffirmed. Those questioning accuracy of either content- or 
intent may avail themselves of an essentially unexpurgated copy 
from the source given. 

Since Senator Kennedy is the surviving principal in this drama 
on whom all other testimonies are merely ancillary, and since he 
also testified first, his testimony will be given first here. And 
let it be remembered, Senator Kennedy is an honorable man — so are 
they all, all, honorable men (and women) . 

Footnotes will be indicated in the customary manner. Perju- 
ries will be indicated by Roman numerals in brackets and will be 
discussed fully, or sufficiently, in a section immediately follow- 
ing testimony, while other statements of an unusual nature, such 
as might fall short of actual perjury, yet lack credibility, or 
warrant special comment, will be indicated by Roman letters in 
brackets and discussed similarly. 

District Attorney Edmund Dinis put the questions to Mr. Kenr 
nedy, indicated by "Q", while the Senator's answers are indicated 
by "A". From time to time throughout the inquest. Judge Eoyle ; 
interposed with questions of his own, his questions being slightly 
indented and preceded by the words, THE COURT. 
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^J^MONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSEj 

Edgartown District Court 



Edgartown, Massachusetts 
Monday, January 5, If Tfi 

FIRST DAY 


THE TESTIMONY 
OF 

EDWARD-M. KENNEDY 


THE COURT: Senator, would you take the witness stand? 

SENATOR KENNEDY: Yes. 


EDWARD M. KENNEDY, Sworn 
EXAMINATION BY MR. DINIS : 

Q: Please give your name to the Court. 

A: Edward Moore Kennedy. 

Q: And where is your legal residence, Mr. Kennedy? 

. A: 3 Charles River Sguare, Boston. 

Q: Directing your attention to July 18, 1969, were there plans 

made by you to have a gathering on Martha's Vineyard Island? 

A: There were plans to participate in an annual sailing reoat- 

ta in Edgartown on Friday, July 18th and Saturday, July 19th, and . 

m y cousin Joe oargun, Mr. Markham, Mr. LaRo c a and a number of 
other people . ±J 

Q: Could you tell the Court what your activities were during 

that afternoon from the time of your arrival? 

A: Well, I arrived shortly after 1 o'clock on July 18th, was 

met- by Mr. John B. Crimmins, driven through town, traveled by ferr*- 
to Chappaquiddick Island to a small cottage there where I changeu 
into. a bathing suit, later visited the beach on I imagine the east 
' side of that island for a brief swim, returned to the cottaae and 
changed into another bathing suit, returned to the ferry slip and 
waded out to ray boat, later participated in a race which ended ap- 
proximately 6 o’clock. 

Q: When did you check into the Shiretown Inn that day? 

A: Sometime after 6:30, before 7 o’clock. 

Q* Khat were your activities after that? 

A: I returned to my room, washed up brieflv and returned to 

Chappaquiddick Island. 

Q: Now, were you familiar with the island of Chappaquiddick? 

A: Never been on Chappaquiddick Island before that day . 

THE COURT: You said you took a swim on Chapoaquiddick- Island' 

Friday afternoon? 

1/ k neat evasion, the first crack out of the box. The question was -whether 

Mr, Kennedy had made such plans, obviously xith the cook-out in mini. 

The Senator, however, spoke merely cf "plans" involving a number of people 

"to participate in a sailing regatta." 
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WITNESS: V -Tes,- I did. ' 

COURT: What automobile was being used at that time? 

WITNESS: A four-door Oldsmobile 88. 

COURT: Who drove you to the beach? 

WITNESS: Mr. Crimmins. 

COURT: Was the ca^ operated over the Pike Bridge or 

was ii left on the side? 

I THE WITNESS: No, it was operated over the Dike Bridge . 

Q:? Was there anyone at the cottage when you arrived there at 
7:30 p.m.? 


A: No, I don't believe so. 

Q: Were there any. other automobiles at that house that after- 

noon? 

A: One other vehicle, so there were two in total to the best of 

my knowledge. 

Q: Did you plan to stay overnight? 

A: No, I did not. 

Q: What transpired after you arrived at the cottage? 

A: I took a bath in the tub, which was not available at the 

Shiretown Inn, and soaked my back; I later was joined by Mr. Mark- 
ham, who arrived some time about 8 o'clock, engaged in conversation 
with Mr. Markham until about 8:30, and the rest* of the group ar- 
rived at 8:30 or shortly thereafter. 

Q: Now, did you have dinner at the cottage? 

A: Well, at 8:30 the rest of the group arrived and were made to 

feel relaxed and at home, were served a drink, those who wanted 
them, and steaks were cooked on an outdoor burner by Mr. Gargan at 
about quarter of 10, I would think. 

Q: Did you have occasion to leave the cottage at any time dur- 

ing that evening? 

A: That is correct. Two different occasions. 

Q: Would you please tell us about the first time? 

A: The first I left at approximately 11:15 and I left a second 

time, sometime after midnight, by my best judgment it would be ap- 
proximately 12:15. I left the immediate vicinity of the cottage 
which was probably fifteen or -twenty feet outside the front door. 

Q: Now, when you left on the first occasion, were you alone? 

A: I was not alone. 

Q: And who was with you? 

A: Miss Mary Jo Kopechne. 

Q: Anyone else? 

A: No. IA] 

Q: Do you know how she arrived? 

A: To my best knowledge she arrived in a white Valiant that 

brought some of the people to that party. 

Q: Do you know who owned that car? 

A: I believe it was a rented car. 

Q: When you left with Miss Kopechne, had you had any prior con- 

versation with her? 

A: Yes, I had. At 11:15 I was talking with Miss Kopechne. ;I 
noticed the time, desired to leave and return to the Shiretown Inn 
and indicated to her that I was leaving and returning to town. She 
indicated to me that she was desirous of leaving, if I would be 
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kind enough to drop(](Ji: back at her hotel. I well/ I’m leav- 

ing immediately; spoke with Mr. Crimmins, requested the keys to the 
car and left at that time. 

Q; Does Mr. Crimmins usually drive your car or drive you? 

A: On practically every occasion. 

Q: Was there anything in particular that changed those circum- 

stances at this particular time? 

A: j Only that Mr. Crimmins, as well as some of the other fellows, 
were concluding their meal, enjoying the fellowship, and it didn't 
appear necessary to require him to bring me back to Edgartown. 

Q: And when you left the house at Chappaquiddick at 11:15, you 

were driving? 

A: That is correct. 

Q: And where was Miss Kopechne seated? 

A: In the front seat. IB] 

Q: Was there any other person in the car at that time? 

- A: No. 

Q: Was there any other item, thing, or object in the car at 

that time of any size? 

A: Well, not to my knowledge at that particular time . [C] 

Q: And on leaving the cottage, where did you go? 

A: Well, I traveled down, I believe it is Main Street, tool- 

right on Dike Road and drove off the bridge at Dike Bridge. 

,Q: Did you at any time drive into Cemetery Road? 

A: At no time did I drive into Cemetery Road. 

Os Did you pass any other vehicle at that time? 

A: I passed no other vehicle at that time and I saw no other 
person and I did not stop the car at any time between the time I 
left the cottage and went off the bridge. 

* Qs Do you recall how fast you were driving when you made the 
right on Dike Bridge? 

A: No. I would say approximately seven or eight miles an hour. 

Q: And what were the lighting conditions and weather conditions? 

A: There was a reasonable amount of humidity. The night was 

clear , extremely dark. 

Q: Were the windows opened or closed of the automobile? 

A: Some of the windows were open and some were closed. 

THE COURT: What about the window on your side? 

THE WITNESS: I would expect it was open. 

THE COURT: You don't remember that? 

THE WITNESS: I don't remember that. 

THE COURT: Was it a warm night? 

THE WITNESS: I would think it was cool at that hour. 

Q: Well, Mr. Kennedy, was the window on the driver's side open? 

A: Yes, it was . (I] 

.Q: And you have no recollection as to the windows on the pas- 

senger's side? 

A: Jk>t J really don't. 

Q: How fast were you driving on Dike Road? ; 

A: Approximately . twenty miles an hour. [II] 

Q: Well, were you aware at the time that you were driving on 

a <3irt road when you turned onto Dike Road? 

A: I don't remember any specific time when I knew I was driving 

on an unpaved road. I was generally aware sometime that it was 
unpaved . 
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Q: When you left/ljp* house at 11:15, what i^^your destination? 

A: The Katama Shores ZJ the ferry slip, Shiretown. 

Q: Now, had you been over that road from the ferry slip to the 

cottage more than once that day? 

A: Yes, I had. __ •• 

Q: Did you recall at the time that you noticed you were driv- 

ing on/ a dirt road, that the road from the ferry slip fee the house 
had be ;n paved? 

A: Well, Mr. Dinis, having lived on Cape Cod- and having visited 
these islands , I air. aware some roads are paved. 


THE COURT: The question was whether or not you realized 

the road from the ferry ‘to the cottage was paved . 

THE WITNESS : Yes . 

THE COURT: At any time after you got on the unpaved read, 

the so-called Dike Road, did you have a realization that you were 
on the wrong road? v 

THE WITNESS: No. [Ill] 


Q: What happened then? 

A: I went off Dike Bridge. 

Q: Did you apply the brakes prior to going off into the water? 

A: Perhaps a fraction of a second before. 

Q: Well, what happened after that. Senator? 

A: Well, I remembered the vehicle itself just beginning to gc 

off the Dike Bridge [D] and the next thing I recall is the movement 
of Mary Jo next to me, the struggling, perhaps hitting or kicking 
me 3/ and I, at this time, opened my eyes and realized I was upside 
down, that water was crashing in on me, that it was pitch black ITV] . 
1 knew that and I was able to get half a gulp of air before I became 
completely immersed in the water. I realized that Mary Jo and I had 
to get out of the car. 

I can remember reaching down to try and get the doorknob of 
the car and lilting the door handle and pressing against the door 
and it not moving. I can remember reaching to where I thought the 
window was and feeling along the side to see if the window was open, 
and' the window was closed . And I can remember the last sensation 
of being completely out of air and inhaling what must have been . 
half a lungful of water and assuming that I was going to drown and 
the full realization that no one was going to be looking for us that 
night until the next morning [E] and then somehow I can remember 
coming up to the last energy of just pushing, pressing, and coming 
to the surface."/ 

Q: Senator, how did you realize that you were upside-down? 

A: Because — that was a feeling that I had as soon as I became 


2 / The motel where the young ladies stayed, also referred to as The ftines. 

%/ •Perhaps"? T7Ith both of then upside down, thii would have been a little 
difficult. The normal thing when one is upside down is to right one's self, 
unless it is deliberate, but there was no rention of this. His account of 
the actual “accident" and his miraculous "escape" is so filled with distor- 
tions and outrighu fabrications it may be difficult to follow and look up 
■each of the references in turn. Reading straight through for continuity , 
then reviewing and looking up the references, is advised. 
h/ Do you believe this? Upside down, ifciat was he pushing and/or pressing 
against? Rather, how was he doing it? 
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A 


I knew th?.t 


aware that — the watk^rushing in and the black* Ws . 

I was; I felt I was upside-down. IF] I really wasn't sure of 
anything, but I thought I was upside down. 

Os Were you aware that the windows on the passenger's side ; 
were smashed? 

A? tl wasn't aware of it the time. 

Q: I Were you awar e that ther e was any water rushing in on the 

passenger's side? 

A: [There was complete blackness . Water seemed to rush in from 
every point — from the windshield, from underneath me, above me . 

It almost seemed like you couldn't hold the water back with your 

hands . *>/ What I was conscious of was the rushing of the water, 

the blackness , the fact that it was impossible to even hold it 
back. 

Q: Did you mak.* any observations of the condition of Miss Ko- 


pechne at that time? . 

A: At what tim e?n/ 

Q : When you were thrashing around in the car. 

A: Well, at the moment I was thrashing around I was trying to 

find a way that we both could get out of the car, and at some time 
after I tried the door and the window I became convinced I was 


never going to get out. 

Q: Was the window closed at that time? 

A: The window was open . 

Q: On the driver's side ? 

A: That's correct . 

Q: And did you go through the window to get out of the car? 

A: I have no idea in the world how I got out of that car . 7/ 

Q: Do you have any recollection as to how the automobile left : 

the bridge and went over into the water? 

A: Mo. 

Q: Did it turn over? 

A; I have no idea. [V] 

THE COURT: I would like to inquire something about the 

operation of the car. Now, can you describe to me what yon 
saw, what you did, what happened from the point when you fir si 
saw the bridge? 

THE WITNESS : I would estimate that time to be fractions 

-> of a second from the time that I first saw the bridge and was 
on the bridge. 

THE COURT: Did you have on your high beams? 

THE WITNESS: I can't remember. 

THE COURT: It is recommended . 

THE WITNESS: It is recommended, but sometimes if there is 

a mist you see better with low beams.®/ 

THE COURT: Did you see that it was at an angle to the 

road? 

THE WITNESS: The bridge was at an angle to the road? 


g/ The reader is requested to contemplate this statement, including the 
qualifying word, "almost". 

6/ The question was most complex and abstruse, of course. 

7/ I have. See sC. 

8/ Just what was the purpose of thi3 verbal game? Minutes before, he had 
said the night was clear (emphasized, page 6). 
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THE COURT: Yes. ' . 

THE WITNESS: Just before going on it I saw that. 2 / IG] 

THE COURT: Did you make any attempt to turn your wheels 

to follow that angle? 

. THE WITNESS: I believe I did, your Honor. I would assume 

the t I did try to go on the bridge. [K] It appeared to me at 
th« time that the road went straight. 

THE COURT; Were you looking ahead at the time you were 
driving the car? 


THE WITNESS’: Yes, I was. 

THE COURT: Your attention wasn't diverted by anything 

else? 

THE WITNESS: No, it wasn't. 22/ 

Q: Going back to the cottage earlier in the day, you stated — 

you volunteered the information that you had a rum and Coca-Cola? 
A: That is right. 

Q: How many did you have? 

A: Two. The first was about 8 o'clock. The second some time 

later on in the evening. I think before dinner, about 9:15. 

THE COURT: What amount of rum did you put in? 

THE WITNESS: I suppose two ounces. 

THE COURT: You had nothing alcoholic to drink after. eating 

THE WITNESS: No, I didn't. 

THE COURT: Were you at any time that evening under the in- 

fluence of alcohol? 

THE WITNESS: Absolutely not. 

THE COURT: In your opinion , would you be sober at the 

time that you operated the motor vehicle to the Dike Bridge? 

THE WITNESS: Absolutely sober. [J] 

Q: Senator Kennedy, what did you do immediately following your 

release from the automobile? 

A: I was swept away by the tide that was flowing at an extra- 

ordinary rate through that narrow cut there [VI] and was swept 
along by the tide and called Mary Jo’s name until I was able* to 
make my way to what would be the east side of that cut, waded u' t 
to about my waist and started back to the car, at this time gasp- 
ing and belching and coughing, went back just in front of the car. 

Now, the headlights of that car were still on and I was 
ible to get to what I thought was the front of the car, although 
it was difficult, and I was able to identify the front of the car 
by the lights themselves . Otherwise, I don't think I would be 
able to tell. 

Q: How far were you swept along by the current? 

A: Approximately 30 or 40 feet. 

Q: Now, in order to get back to the car, was it necessary for 

you to swim? 

A: I couldn't swim at that time because of the current. I 


waded into — swam to where I could wade and then waded along the, 


9/ Than did he' ask the preceding question? i 

10/ The reader is urged to obtain a copy of the Aug. 1, 1969, issue of Time; 
and look at the photo of the bridge (p« 13) taken from an estimated ais-. 
tance of some 60 feet on a very dark night through the windshield of a 
similar automobile . 





Sr and start div- 


shore to where I c<5>J73 go to the front of the 
ing in an attempt to rescue Mary Jo. JK] 

Q: Was the front of the car facing a westerly direction? 

A: I would think it was facing a northerly direction. £ 

Q: Well, in regard -to the bridge, could you describe the loca- 

tion c$f the automobile with relation to the bridge? 

THE COURT; We don't hive a map, do we? 

THE CLERK: The bridge runs fairly close to north and 


south 

Q: 


Assuming the bridge 


I believe there is a board behind you. 
is north and south — 

A: Yes. (Draws sketch on- a blackboard.) 

I would bet that that bridge runs more east-west than 
north-south. (L] 

Q: Will you indicate Edgar town, Mr. Kennedy? 

A; I suppose the road runs something like this. 

«* Q: As you went off the bridge — 

A; I think it was like this. (The relationship of the car to 
the bridge.) 

0: After you emerged from the automobile, you say you were 

swept some 30 feet away from the car... 

A: In this direction. (Indicating.) 

Q: And how much time did it take you after you left the auto- 

mobile to be swept down to about 30 feet? 

A: By the time I came up, I was — the best estimate would be 

somewhere over here, which would be probably eight or ten feet. 

It is difficult for me to estimate specifically, and I think by 
the time I was able at least to regain my strength, I would say 
it is about thirty feet, after which time I swam in this direc- 
tion until I was able tc wade, and wade back up here to this 
point here, and went ove’- yr ' the front of the car, where the 
front of the car was, and crawled over to here, dove here, and - 
the tide would sweep out this way there, and then I dove repeat- 
edly from this side until, I would say, the end, and then I will 
be swept away the first couple of times, again back over to this 
side, I would come back again and again to this point here, or 
t^y perhaps the third or fourth time to gain entrance to some 
area here until, at the very end when I couldn't hold my breath 
any longer, I was breathing so heavily it was down to just a mat- 
ter of seconds. I would hold my breath and I could barely get 
underneath the water. I was just 'able to hold onto the metal un- 
dercarriage here, and the water itself came right out to where I 
was breathing and I could hold on, I Jcnew that I just could not 
get under water any more.S/ 

Q: And you were fully aware at that time of what was tran- 

spiring? 


11/ Read Mr. Dinis's question again, then Mr. Kennedy's reply the second time 
and see if you think the question was answered. 

Additional notes: (a) This particular account, has not been abridged. Ary 
deviation from the Senator's actual words is the fault either of the court 
stenographer, the publisher of The Inquest or the present publisher. 

(b) Just what he meant by "the water itself came right out to where I 
was breathing and I could hold on" falls short of being altogether clear. 
But then, they have peculiar water around Martha's Vineyard; you can't 
hold it back even with your hands. 
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A: Well, I was fw??y av;are that I vas tryir? v ^» get the girl 

out of that car and I vas fully aware that I was icing every- 
thing I possibly could to get her out of the car and I was fully 
aware at that time that my head vas throbbing aid my neck was 
aching and I was breathless, and at that time, tie last time, 

hopelessly exhausted. # - 

THE COURT- May I ask you some questions iere about the 

dep h of the water? 

THE WITNESS: No, it was not possible to stand. The high- 

est level of the car to the surface were the ^ee Is and the 
undercarriage itself when I held onto the undercarriage and 
the tide would take me down. It was up to he* .(indicating). 
IM] 

THE COURT: You were not able to stand up at any point 

around any portion of that car? 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

Q: Mr. Kennedy, how many times did you make m effort to sub- 

merge and get into the car? 

A: I would say seven or eight times. At the last point, I 

didn't have the strength even to come down even close to the win- 


dow or the door. 

Q: And how much time was used in these efforts? 

A: I would think probably 15 or 20 minutes. 

Q: And did you then remove yourself from the water? 

A: Well, in the last dive I lost contact with the vehicle 

again and I started to come down this way here aad I let myself 
float and came over to this shore and I came onto this shore here, 
and I sort of crawled and staggered up some place in here and was 
very exhausted and spent on the grass. 

Q: On the west bank of the river? 

A: Yes. 

Q: And how long did you spend resting? 

A: I suppose the best estimate would be 15 or 20 minutes. 

Q: Now, did you say earlier you spent 15 or 20 minutes trying 

to recover Miss Kopechne? 

A: That is correct. 

Qi And you spent another 15 or 20 minutes recovering? 

A: Now, following your rest period, what did you do? 

Q: I went back to the road and I started aowa the road and it 

was extremely dark and I could make out no form tac shapes or fig- 
ures, and the only way that I could even see the path of the road 
-was looking down the silhouettes of the trees on the two sides, 
emd I could watch the silhouette of the trees on the two sides and 
T started going down that road, walking, trotting, jogging, stum- 
bling, as fast as I possibly could. 

Qi Did you pass any houses with lights on? 

A: Not to my knowledge; never saw a cottage with a light on 


it. tN] • _ . • 

Q: And did you then return to the cottage where your friends' 

bad gathered? 

A: That is correct. 

Q: And how long did it take you to make that walk? 


1?/ See Perjury No. 6. 
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A: I would say (l^kroxiniately *15 minutes. 

Q: And when you effrived at the cottage, did you speak to any- 

one there? 

A: Well, I came up to the cottage. There was a car parked 

there, a white vehicle, and as I came up to the back of the ve- 
hicle I saw Ray LaRosa at the door and- 1 said, "Ray, get me Joe 
(Gargafn)." And he mentioned something like, "Right away", and 
as he Jwas going in to get Joe I got in the back of the car . . 

Q: | Did Joe come to you, and did you have conversation with 
him? ! 

As Yes. I said, "You had better get Raul (Markham), too. 

Q: What happened after that? 

A: Well, Paul came out, got in the car. I said, "There has 

been a terrible accident; we have to go." And we took off down 
the Main Road there. 

Q: How long had you known Mr. LaRosa prior to this evening? 

- A: Eight or ten years. 

Q: Did you have any knowledge that Mr. LaRosa had some expe- 

rience in skin-diving? 

A: No, I never did. 

Q: Now, before you drove down the road, did you make any fur— 

ther explanations to Mr. Gargan or Mr. Markham? 

A: Before driving? No, sir. I said, "There has been a ter- 
rible accident. Let's go!" And we took off — 

Q: Towards the Dike Bridge area? 

A: That is right. 13/ 

Q: And where did you finally stop the white automobile you 

were riding in? 

A: Mr. Gargan drove the vehicle across the bridge to some lo- 

cation here (indicating) and turned it so that its headlights 
shown over the water anu over the submerged vehicle. 

Q: And what happened? 

A: Mr. Gargan and Mr. Markham took off all their clothes, 

dove into the water repeatedly to try and save Mary Jo. 

Q: Now, do you recall what particular time (it was)? 

A: 1 believe that I looked at the Valiant's clock and believ 

•it was 12:20. 

Q: Now, Mr. LaRosa remained at the cottage? 

A: Yes, he did. 

Q: Was Mr. LaRosa aware of the accident? 

A: No, he hadn't heard — no, I don’t believe so. 

Q: No one else at the cottage was told of the accident? 

A: No. 

Qz Now, how long did Mr. Markham and Mr. Gargan remain there 
with you? 

A: I would think about 45 minutes. 

*Q: And were they unsuccessful in entering the car? 

A: Well, Mr. Gargan got half-way in the car. When he came out 

he was scraped all the way from his elbow; underneath his arm wai 
all bruised and bloodied [03 and this is the one time that he was 


13/ How did Nr. Gargan know just there to go? Note that lir. Kennedy rad just 
been asked if he had made ary farther explanations and he said "No." 


able to gain entrar.c(^fcbtc the car itself .^L/ (T^_ 

Q: And did he talk to you about his experience in trying to 

get into the car? 

A: Well , I was unable to, being exhausted, to get into the 
water, but I could see exactly what was happening and made some 
suggest ions. ii/ , 

Q: f So that you were participating in the rescue efforts? 

A: i Well, to that extent. 

Did you have any idea how long Mary Jo had been in the 


Q: 
water? 
A: 
Q: 
hour? 
A: 
Q: 
A: 
Q: 
for? 

A: 

Q: 


Well, I knew that some time had passed. 

Was it fair to say that she had been in the water about an 
Yes, it is. 

Was there any effort made to call for assistance? 

No, other than the assistance of Mr. Gargan and Mr. Markham. 
Was there any reason why no additional assistance was asked 


Was there any reason? w 

Yes , was there any particular reason why you did not call 
either the police or the fire department? 

A: Well, I intended to report it to the police. 

THE COURT: That is not quite responsive to the question. 

THE WITNESS: I intended to call for assistance and to re- 

port the accident to the police within a few short moments af- 
ter going back into the car. 

Q: And did something prevent this? 

A: Yes. 

Q: What was that? 

A: With the Court's indulgence, to prevent this, if the Court 

would permit me I would like to be able to relate to the Court the 
UTuiiwuxauc per following the time that Mr. Gargan, Markham and 
I got back in the car, 

THE COURT: I have no objection. 

... THE WITNESS: Responding to the question of the District At- 

torney — at some time, I believe it was about 45 minutes after 
Gargan and Markham dove, they likewise became exhausted and no 
further diving efforts appeared to be of any avail and they so 
indicated to me and I agreed. So they came out of the water 
and came back into the car and said to me, Mr. Markham and Mr. 
Gargan at different times as we drove down the road towards the 
ferry that it was necessary to report this accident.il/ A lot 
of different thoughts came into my mind at that time about how 
I was going to really to be able to call Mrs. Kopechne at some 
time in the middle of the night to tell her that her daughter 
was drowned, to be able to call my own mother and my own father 
relate to them, my wife, and T even — even though I knew that 
Mary Jo 'Kopechne was dead and believed firmly that she was in 
the back of that car [P] I willed that she remain alive. 


ih/ But was somehow unable to establish contact with Hary Jo? 

1$/ Remember the “pitch blackness" he claimed a few minutes ago while under 
water himself, desalt e the headlights being on? 

16/ Another of those complex and abstruse questions from Hr. Birds. 

17/ Rather than calling for professional help? 


As we drove dowi^that road I was almost loafing out the front 
window and windows trying to see her walking down that road. I re- 
lated this to Gargan and Marlcham and they said they understood this 
feeling, but it was necessary to report it. And about this time we. 
came to the ferry crossing and 1 got out of the car and we talked 
there just a few minutes. 3 just wondered how all this could pos- 
sibly have happened. I also hid sort of a thought and the wish and 
desire fend the hope that suddenly this whole accident would disap- 
pear, ahd they reiterated that this has to be reported and I under- 
stood at the time that I left that ferry boat — left the slip where 
the ferry boat was , that it had to be reported and I had full in- 
tention of reporting it, "and I mentioned to Gargan and Markham 
something like, "You take care of the girls, I will take care of 
the accident." That^ is what I said and I dove into the water. 

Now, I started to swim out into that tide and the tide sud- 
denly became, felt an extraordinary shove and almost pulling me 
down again, the water pulling me down, and suddenly I realized at 
that time even as I failed to realize before I dove into the water 
that I was in a weakened condition, although as I had looked over 
that distance between the ferry slip and the other side, it seemed 
to me an inconsequential swim; but the water got colder, the tid° 
began to draw me out and for the second time that evening 1 knew * 
was going to drown and the strength continued to leave me. By this 
time I was probably 50 yards off the shore and I remembered being 
swept down toward the direction of the Edgartown Light and well out 
into the darkness, and I contined to swim, tried to swim at a 
slower pace to be able to regain whatever kind of strength that was 
left in me. 

And some time after, I think it was about the middle of the 
channel, a little further than that, the tide was much calmer, gent- 
ler, and I began to get my — make some progress, ami finally was 
able to reach the other shore and all the nightmares and all the 
tragedy and all the loss of Mary Jo's death was right before me 
again. And when I was able to gain this shore, this Edgartown 
side, I pulled myself on the beach and then attempted to gain some- 
strength. After that, I walked up one of the streets in the direc- 
tion of the Shire town Inn. 

By walking up one of the streets, I walked into a parking lot 
that was adjacent to the Inn and I can remember almost having no 
further strength to continue, and leaning against a tree for a 
length of time, walking through the parking lot, trying to really 
gather some kind of idea as to what happened and feeling that I 
just had to go to my room at that time, which I did by walking 
through the front entrance of the Shiretown Inn up the stairs. [Q] 

Q; Bo you have any idea what time you arrived at the Shiretown 
Inn? 

A: I would say some time before 2:00. 

Q: Did you talk to anyone at that time? 

A: I went to my room and I was shaking with chill. I took off 

all my clothes and collapsed on the bed. And at this time I was 
very conscious of a throbbing headache, of pains in my neck, of 
strain on my back; but what I was even more conscious of is the « 
tragedy and loss of a very devoted friend. 

Q: Now, did you change your clothing? 


c 


c 


r» 

A : I was unable really to determine , detect tUC' amount of 

time, and I could hear noise that was taking place. It seemed 
around me, on top of me, almost in the room, and after a period 
of time I wasn't sure whether it was morning or afternoon or 
nighttime and I put on — and I wanted to find out and I put 

on somef dry clothes that were there, a pants and a shirt, and I 
opened jthe door and I saw-, what I believed to be a tourist or some- 
one standing under the light off the balcony and asked what time 
it was. : He mentioned to me it was, I think, 2:30, and went back 
into the room. [ R] 

Q: Had you known Miss Kopechne prior to July 18th? 

A: Well, I have known her — my family has known her for a num- 
ber of years. She has visited my house, my wife. She has visited 
Mrs. Robert Kennedy's house. She worked in the Robert Kennedy Pres- 
idential .campaign, and I would say that we have known her for a 
number of years. 

. Q: Now, directing your — 

A: If the question is, have I ever been out with Mary Jo— 

Q: No, the question was whether you just knew her socially 

prior to this event. 

A: Well, could I give you a fuller explanation, your Honor? 

THE COURT: Go ahead. 

THE WITNESS: I have never in my life, as I have stated in 

my television, had any personal relationship whatsoever with 
Mary Jo Kopechne. I never in my life have been either out with 
Mary Jo Kopechne nor have I ever been with her prior to that 
occasion where we were not in a general assemblage of friends, 
associates, or members of our family. 

Q: Directing your attention to the 19th, at around 7:30 a.m., 

did you meet anyone at your room? 

A: Not at 7:30 a.m. 

Q: Did you meet anyone at anytime that morning at your room? 

A: If your Honor would permit me to give — I would like to be 
specifically responsive, and I can, I think. It might be mislead- 
ing "to the Court if I just gave a specific response to it. Wha. 
ever the Court wants. 

0: Well, what time did you get up that morning? 

A- I never really went to bed that night. ii/ 

Q: After that noise at 2:30 in the morning, when did you first 

meet anyone? 

A: Sometime after 8:00 I met the woman that was behind the coun- 
ter at the Shiretown Inn and I mat Mr. Richards and Mr. Moore, very 
briefly Mrs. Richards, and Mr. Gargan and Mr. Markham, and I saw 
Mr. Tretter, but to be specifically responsive as to who I met in 
my room, which I believe was the earlier question, was Mr. Mark- 
ham and Mr. Gargaa. 

0: Now, what time did Mr. Markham and Mr. Gargan arrive? 

A: About a few — I would think about 8:30. 

Q: Did you have any conversation with (them) at that time? 

18/ Two or three hmirs earlier he had been chiefly concerned with how dark it 
was. Darkness at noon? 

w/Koi there are indications that we shall scon see that he spent a good part • 
of it telephoning. Also, see discussion of Anomaly R. 
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0 cu 

A: Yes. They asxed had I reportad the accial^t, and why I 

hadn't reported the accident; ana I tola then about my own thoughts 
and feelings as I swam across that channel and how I was always 
willed that Mary Jo still lived; how I was hopeful even as that 
night went on and as I almost tossed and turned (? — Auth.) , paced 
that rcjpm and walked around th^t room that night that somehow when 
they arrived in the morning that they were going to say that Mary 
Jo was ,s till alive. I told them how I somehow believed that when 
the sun came up and it was a new morning that what had happened 
the night before would not have happened and did not happen, and 
how I just couldn't gain the strength within me, the moral strength 
to call Mrs. Kopechne at *2:00 /©' clock in the morning and tell her 
that her daughter was dead .£2/ 


Q 

A 

0 


Now, at some time you actually did call Mrs. Kopechne? 
Yes, I did. 

And prior to calling Mrs. Kopechne, did you cross over on 


the Chappaquiddick ferry to Chappaquiddick Island? 


A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 


Yes, I did. 

And was Mr. Markham and Mr. Gargan with you? 

Yes, they were. 

Now, did you - then return to Edgartown? 

Yes, I did. 

Did anything prompt or cause you to return to Edgartown? 
Well, what do you mean by "prompt"? 

Well, did anything cause you to return? 

Other than the intention of reporting the accident, the in- 


tention of which had been made earlier that morning. [S] 

But you didn't go directly from your room to the police de- 
partment? 

A: No, I did not. 

Q: Did you have a particular reason for going to Chappaguiddick 

first? 

A; Yes, it was to make a private phone call to one of the dear- 
est and oldest friends that I have. and that was to Mr. Burke Mar- 
shall. I didn't feel that I could use the phone that was available 
the public phone that was available outside of the dining room at 
the Shiretown Inn, and it was my thought that once that I went to 
the police station, that I would be involved in a myriad of details 
and I wanted to talk to this friend before I undertook that respon- 
sibility. 

Q: You mean that — 

THE COURT: Excuse me, Mr. Dinis, I think we will take the 

noon luncheon recess. 22/ 


20/ Once again, how or y&ry was he so certain -that Mary Jo was dead? People 
have been known to survive for several hours in submerged cars, breathing 
'in air bubbles, and it is kncrvm that Mary Jo lived for a while thusly. 

And was it lack of moral strength that kept him from calling for profes- 
sional help while, hopefully, there was still tine? * 

Note: This reply of the Senator’s is faithful to the text in The Inquest. 

21/ According to Jack CtLsen, in The Bridge at Chappaquiddick, Mr. Kennedy could 
have had his choice of a dozen public phones T.ithin two blocks of the Inn. 

22/ Unfortunately, we Trill never know what Mr, Dinis* s question was. 


- 16 - 




